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Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Chairman, I would
yield to the desires of our ranking
member on the amendment.

Mr. Chairman, the underlying bill of
that amendment offers us clear choices
on the environment. It lays before us
the kind of choices, the kind of devel-
opment we should support. My Repub-
lican colleagues and I believe that we
should support and expand our domes-
tic energy supply.

This picture is a picture of American
energy. This offshore rig produces be-
tween 100,000 and 150,000 barrels of oil a
day from America’s Outer Continental
Shelf. The production is clean, with a
limited impact on the surrounding
ocean. The impact it has causes the
creation of a new column of ocean life
on the legs of the platform.

During Katrina, these did not spill
one drop of oil, not one drop, in one of
the worst hurricanes in American his-
tory. I believe that this clean develop-
ment is what we should produce more
of. That is why I am going to vote for
this bill.

Many of our friends see life dif-
ferently. They are going to say that
this is not the way to produce. To
quote my friend from New York, ‘‘Let
us import as much energy as we pos-
sibly can.”

Now, I have traveled overseas and I
have looked at oil production overseas.
When they say, let’s import as much as
we can, some of that production comes
from places like this, with absolutely
no environmental standards. And we
are going to export our problems, ex-
port the environmental contamination
from this country to others, all in the
guise of making ourselves energy inde-
pendent.

Many in the majority of Congress is
going to vote today, and I would rec-
ommend that we very carefully think
about the problems that we are going
to export and think about that tremen-
dous energy industry that has devel-
oped here and is a model for the rest of
the world.

I thank the ranking member for
yielding time and thank the chairman,
and appreciate the opportunity to
speak.
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Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield back the balance of my
time.

Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield back the balance of my
time

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from Vermont (Mr.
WELCH).

The amendment was agreed to.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Com-
mittee will rise informally.

The Speaker pro tempore (Mrs.
TAUSCHER) assumed the chair.
———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Ms. Lorraine Miller, Clerk of the
House, reported and found truly en-
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rolled a bill of the House of the fol-
lowing title, which was thereupon
signed by the Speaker:

H.R. 2272. An act to invest in innovation
through research and development, and to
improve the competitiveness of the United
States.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
Committee will resume its sitting.

———

NEW DIRECTION FOR ENERGY
INDEPENDENCE, NATIONAL SE-
CURITY, AND CONSUMER PRO-
TECTION ACT

The Committee resumed its sitting.

AMENDMENT NO. 15 OFFERED BY MR. CASTLE

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in
order to consider amendment No. 15
printed in part B of House Report 110-
300.

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Chairman, I offer
an amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 15 offered by Mr. CASTLE:

In title VII, at the end of subtitle F add

the following:

SEC. . REPORT ON STATUS OF REGULATIONS
WITH RESPECT TO WIND ENERGY
PROJECTS.

Not later than 30 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
the Interior, acting through the Minerals
Management Service, shall submit a report
to Congress on the status of regulations re-
quired to be issued under section 8(p)(8)) of
the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (43
U.S.C. 1337(p)(8)) with respect to the produc-
tion of wind energy on the Outer Continental
Shelf.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to
House Resolution 615, the gentleman
from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Delaware.

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I am pleased to join my colleague,
Mr. DELAHUNT, in offering this amend-
ment today.

The 2005 energy law required Min-
erals Management Service, MMS,
under the Department of the Interior,
to develop regulations for offshore
wind development within 270 days. It is
now 6 months past the deadline, and it
appears we will keep waiting. The
delay causes regulatory uncertainty
and potential setbacks for pursuing the
development of this renewable energy
source.

Our amendment to H.R. 3221 would
require MMS to report to Congress
within 30 days on the status of these
regulations. We need to know the rea-
son for the delay and what can be done
to move things along so communities
wishing to invest in this clean, renew-
able technology can move forward.
This is of critical importance to the
State of Delaware, which has not only
agreed to produce 20 percent of its elec-
tricity from renewable sources by 2020
but has made a strong commitment to
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offshore wind resources as a component
of its energy portfolio.

Wind power is one of the fastest-
growing sources of energy and contrib-
utes economically and environ-
mentally to America’s energy future.
Electricity from wind is inflation proof
and is not subject to the price vola-
tility of traditional sources. With
growing concern over climate change,
wind power offers emission-free energy
that will diversify our energy supply
domestically, while easing demand for
polluting and imported fossil fuels.

For Delaware and many other coastal
States, our best wind resource lies not
inland but just off our shores. I look
forward to learning from and working
with the various agencies to make sure
our renewable energy resources are de-
veloped in a timely and environ-
mentally friendly manner so States
like Delaware that have signaled it is
time to move forward can do so.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise to claim the time in opposi-
tion to the amendment simply to ask
some questions, though I will not be in
opposition at the end.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 5
minutes.

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts.

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Chairman, I
thank the gracious gentleman from
Texas for yielding.

I rise to support this amendment.

As the gentleman from Delaware in-
dicated, 2 years ago Congress author-
ized the development of renewable en-
ergy from wind and wave and tidal
sources in Federal waters, and the De-
partment of the Interior was instructed
to establish a program in a uniform set
of standards. This initiative was based
on the successful example of European
countries that are now developing
thousands of megawatts of clean, re-
newable energy from their coastal wa-
ters.

In Germany, the United Kingdom and
Spain, efforts are well under way to
identify offshore renewable energy
sites with clear standards to protect
the environment, wildlife and mariners
and to provide companies with a set of
guidelines to develop these areas.

With respect to offshore wind energy,
Germany has already zoned much of
the North Sea to tap into 25,000
megawatts of energy in the next 20
years. Most of these projects are in
deep water, far offshore, and using
technologies that create thousands of
jobs.

Here in the United States, our coast-
al waters have the potential to gen-
erate close to 900,000 megawatts of en-
ergy, and much of this is also in deep
water. That is an amount that is close
to today’s electric capacity for the en-
tire Nation. We have the technology,
the capital, and the skilled labor to de-
velop a significant amount of this en-
ergy. We could become the Saudi Ara-
bia of wind.
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